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Figure 1.1 : India in the World












" Earth takes four minutes
to rotate from one

longitude to another
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3 The land mass of India has an area of
3.28 million square km. India’s total
area accounts for about 2.4 per cent of
the total geographical area of the
world. Area: total: 510.072 million sq
km land: 148.94 million sq km water:
361.132 million sq km note: 70.9% of

the world's surface is water, 29.1% is
land.
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From this latitude
India begins to
taper towards
north and south

Bay of Bengal
and Andaman
& Nicobar
Islands are
situated in
south eastern
direction
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The Indian landmass has a central
location between the East and the
West Asia. India is a southward
extension of the Asian Continent.
The trans Indian Ocean routes which
connect the countries of Europe in
the West and the countries of East
Asia provide a strategic central
location to India. Note that the
Deccan Peninsula protrudes into the
Indian Ocean, thus helping India to
establish close contact with West
Asia, Africa and Europe from the
western coast and with Southeast
and East Asia from the eastern
coast. No other country has a long
coastline on the Indian Ocean as
India has and indeed, it is India’s
eminent position in the Indian Ocean
which justifies the naming of an
Ocean after it.

India’s contacts with the World have
continued through the ages but her
relationships through the land routes
are much older than her maritime
contacts. The various passes across
the mountains Iin the north have
provided passages to the ancient
travelers, while the oceans restricted
such interaction for a long time.

These routes have contributed in the
exchange of ideas and commodities
since ancient times. The ideas of the
Upanishads and the Ramayana, the
stories of Panchtantra, the Indian
numerals and the decimal system thus
could reach many parts of the world.
The spices, muslin and other
merchandise were taken from India to
different countries. On the other hand,
the influence of Greek sculpture, and
the architectural styles of dome and
minarets from West Asia can be seen in
different parts of our country.




et us Discuss:
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Name the latitude that divides India in two equal halves. [1]

What is the area of the Indian land mass? [1]

Name the two seas that surround the Indian peninsula. [1]

What is the time lag between Gujarat and Arunachal Pradesh? [1]

Name the countries that India shares its land boundaries with. [1]

What condition justifies the naming of the Indian Ocean after the country’s
name?[1]

What is the longitudinal extent of India? State its importance. [3]

Describe the size and location of India. [3]

Why 82 % ° 30’ east is chosen as standard Meridian of India? [3]

. Explain how the land routes have contributed in the exchange of ideas and

commodities since ancient times? [5]
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India’s Neighbours
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Afghanistan

Jammu and Kashmir (Pakistan-Occupied
Area).

China

Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Sikkim and Arunachal
Pradesh

Bangladesh

West Bengal, Mizoram, Meghalaya, Tripura
and Assam

Bhutan

West Bengal, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh
and Assam

Myanmar

Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur and
Mizoram

Nepal

Bihar, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Sikkim
and West Bengal

Pakistan

Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab, Rajasthan
and Gujarat




India’s neighbouring countries with tricks
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Map Work

On the political map of India, mark and Name the following:
Andhra Pradesh.
Chennai.

Standard Meridian.
Tropic of Cancer.
Chandigarh
Hyderabad
Mizoram

Daman and Diu
Kolkata

. Lucknow

. Mumbai

. Panaji

. Odisha
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Let us Discuss

1) If you intended to visit Kavaratti during your summer vacations,
which Union Territory of India will you be going to? [1]

2) What is the time lag between Gujarat and Arunachal Pradesh?

3) What is standard meridian of India? [1]

4) What is the importance of Suez Canal? [1]

5) Name the countries that India shares its land boundaries
with.[1]

6) What condition justifies the naming of the Indian Ocean after
the country’s name? [1]

7) The Sun rises two hours earlier in Arunachal Pradesh as
compared to Gujarat in the West but the watches show the
same time. How does this happen? [3]

8) Describe the size and extent of India. [3]

9) Discuss about the southern neighbours of India. [3]

10) The central location of India at the head of the Indian Ocean is
considered of great significance. Why? [5]



